MINUTES - FACULTY SENATE MEETING OF OCTOBER 5, 1983
The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by Charles B. Weasmer.
I.
Minutes
Approved

The minutes of the Faculty Senate meeting of September 7, 1983 were approved as
distributed.
II.

No Reports
from
Officers

Correction of Minutes.

Reports of Officers.

CHAIRMAN CHARLES B. WEASMER conveyed to the Senate the regrets of President
Holderman and Provost Borkowski both of whom were unable to attend the meeting. He added
that if anyone had any questions that needed to be addressed that either Assistant Provost
Mike Welsh or Associate Provost Dan Antion would try to answer them.
PROFESSOR HILLIAM McANINCH, SCHOOL OF LAW, stated he had a question that he
wished to be addressed to the President but perhaps the Provost's Office could handle it.
He spoke as follows:

Censorship
Questioned

At the special convocation in which President Reagan was
awarded an honorary degree, it came to my attention that there
was among other things a poster in one of the dormitory rooms
that was relatively unflattering to the President. University
personnel covered this poster up. They put brown paper over
the outside of the window of the room and while one might say
that having such a poster is not in the best of taste the poster
itself was not obscene or anything like that. One questions the
maturity of a university that would suppress speech in that
manner and what I would like to find out is who authorized this.
Additionally, I would hope that steps could be taken to make
sure that such censorship does not occur again in the future.
ASSISTANT PROVOST MICHAEL WELSH responded that he was aware of the poster and
that it was covered up, but by whose authority he really did not know. He stated he would
find out and report back to the Chairman.
The CHAIR responded that he hoped in the process that Mr. Welsh would also convey
a certain amount of dismay at the action. He added that there is more involved here than
just a matter of intellectual curiosity.
III.

Stinton
Elected to
Welfare
Committee
Nolan Nominated for
Position on
Welfare
Committee

A.

Reports of Committees.

Senate Steering Committee, Professor David D. Husband:

On behalf of the Steering Committee, SECRETARY DAVID D. HUSBAND announced that
Professor John Stinton, College of Business Administration, was elected for a one-year
term on the Faculty Welfare Committee beginning immediately. The Steering Committee also
nominated Professor Dennis Nolan, School of Law, to fill a one semester vacancy on the
Faculty Welfare Committee for the spring semester. The CHAIR asked for further nominations.
There being none at this time, he stated that nominations would remain open until the end
of the meeting.
B.

Grade Change Committee, Professor Carol Collison, Chair:

In the absence of a representative from the Grade Change Committee to present
the report, the CHAIR stated the report would be held over until the November Senate
meeting.
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Curricula and
Courses Report
Approved

C.

CoJTJTiittee on Curricula and Courses, Professor Scott Goode,
Acting Chairman:

On behalf of the Committee, PROFESSOR GOODE presented the report as submitted
on page A-4 of the Agenda. The report was adopted as submitted.
IV.

Report of Secretary.
No report.

V.
Ballots for
Secretary of
Faculty
Senate
Distributed

Election of Secretary-elect.

The CHAIR stated at this time ballots for the election of Secretary-elect would
be distributed--:--He reminded the Senate that only members of the Faculty Senate are eligible
to vote. He added that the two nominees for this position were: Professor Richard Silvernail, Department of Geography, and Professor Trevor Howard-Hill, Department of English.
P~ofessor Glenn Abernathy and Professor Ed Hickman served as tellers for the election.
SECRETARY DAVID D. HUSBAND reminded the Senate that the mechanism for registering your attendance at the Senate meetings is by signing one of the rosters. He also
added that if any Senator did not sign the roster at the last meeting to please do so
after the meeting.
VI.

Unfinished Business.
None.

VII.

New Business.

PROFESSOR .TREVOR HOWARD-HILL, DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, stated he had two items of
business which he had hoped to refer to the appropriate coJTJTiittee. He said:
At a recent meeting, the Department of English was dismayed to
learn that a 10% levy for administrative costs was imposed on
accounts of Educational Foundation money. These are designated
accounts for such scholarships as the John Welsh Scholarship and
so forth. First of all, the Foundation apparently had no right
to manipulate what seemed to be at any rate University accounts
after the money had been deposited in the University account.
Secondly, to impose a levy of 10%on the administration of such
accounts when that money had been freely given to the Family Fund
by members of the faculty and had been designated specifically
in the whole amount without levy of 10% for those purposes was
not correct procedure to say the least. I would like to recommend
that this matter be investigated by the Welfare Committee. I hope
I have your concurrence and if I can get that I will pass along
to another matter for another committee.
CHAIIRMAN WEASMER stated the matter was currently under consideration by the
Faculty Welfare Conmittee and that the Committee had met with Vice President Denton to
consider the matter of the 10% levy.
is:

PROFESSOR TREVOR HOWARD-HILL said the second matter that he would like considered
A student came to my office the other day seeking advice on
dropping a course. If she did so she would have been taking only
eleven hours which would reduce her from full-time student to parttime student status and she wanted to maintain her status as a
full-time student. She believed that she could do this by adding
a course in the Department of Athletics . I explained to her that
she couldn't add a course after the drop-add period. I believe
that this is a practice of the Department of Physical Education and
is a matter that should be investigated by the Scholastic Standards
and Petitions Committee .

M-2

The CHAIR responded that if you are asking for some sort of Senate endorsement
of this inquiry I would assume that you will write a letter to the Scholastic Standards
and Petitions ColllTiittee describing this situation. PROFESSOR HOWARD-HILL said that he
would so inform the Scholastic Standards and .Petitions ColllTiittee.
VII.

Good of the Order.

CHAIRMAN WEASMER reported that the Senate Steering ColllTiittee and the other
colllTiittees of the faculty are looking into a number of issues and that the relative
silence from these committees does not indicate lethargy or indifference. It just means
we are not going to have a premature sounding off on a variety of points. There is a
fair amount of activity underway but nothing to report now in terms of committee activities.
VIII.

Announcements.

PROFESSOR RICHARD CONANT, former Chairman of the Faculty House Board of Governors, made the following statement:
I would like to encourage all of you to join Faculty House.
The dues have gone up to $50. Due to an oversight, a letter
informing faculty of the increase was not mailed. When
$50 was added to your bill last month, it came as a bit of a
shock to some people. We held the line on increases for faculty
for four or five years while increasing the associate and corporate membership dues. The associate and corporate memberships
are really helping subsidize us. I will put all this in my
report which you will get shortly. But in justification of
the increase, I would like to say that the dues had been $35
for four or five years and whether we like it or not we have
a Summit Club style operation with a lot more service involved
than we had before. Fifty dollars is really extremely reasonable for that kind of service. I would like to encourage you
to support a very fine facility. Thank you very much.
Nolan
Elected to
Welfare
Committee
Silvernail
Elected
Secretaryel ect

CHAIRMAN ~JEASMER then asked if there were further nominations for the
vacancy on the Faculty Welfare ColllTiittee. There being no further nominations, Professor
Nolan of the Law School was declared elected to serve for the spring semester.
The CHAIR then inquired of the tellers of the ballot count. PROFESSOR ABERNATHY
said that Professor Silvernail was elected. The CHAIR congratulated Dr. Silvernail and
thanked Professor Howard-Hill for willing to be a nominee for this office.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:26 p.m.
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